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Gathering
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless. Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
God, our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.
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Kyrie (Congregation sings the Refrain)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let’s pray together.
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory
of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn
from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Word
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
BLESSING THE READER
FIRST READING—Isaiah 50:4-9a
4
The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord God has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7

The Lord God helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9a
It is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM— Psalm 116:1-9 (spoken responsively)
1
I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication,
2
for the Lord has given ear to me whenever I called.
3
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
I came to grief and sorrow.
4
Then I called upon the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”
5
Gracious is the Lord and righteous; our God is full of compassion.
6
The Lord watches over the innocent; I was brought low, and God saved me.
7
Turn again to your rest, O my soul, for the Lord has dealt well with you.
8
For you have rescued my life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;
9
I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living.
SECOND READING—James 3:1-12
1
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a
bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole
bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame
the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and
with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour
forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and
sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL (Mark 8:27-38 )

SERMON

Pastor Clark Olson-Smith

HYMN OF THE DAY (Soloist) ELW 651 Oh, Praise the Gracious Power
APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let’s confess our faith.
I trust my heart to God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I follow Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I owe my life to the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Meal
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
COMMUNION
Sending
GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS CELEBRATION
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
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SENDING SONG (Congregation)
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Worship Helpers:
Accompanist & Cantor Jonathan Turner
Assisting Minister
Dona Noble
IN OUR PRAYERS—
• The family of Jane Salo, mother of Janine Johnson, who died on September 6th.
THIS WEEK AT ZION—
Monday 9/13
9:30 Book Review
3:30-5:00 Food Pantry
6:00-6:30 Mealsite
6:30 Property Committee
Tuesday
10:00 Clergy Bible Study
6:00-6:30 Mealsite
Wednesday
6:00-6:30 Mealsite
Thursday
9:30 Esther Circle
11:30 O.W.L.’s
3:30-5:00 Food Pantry
6:00-6:30 Mealsite
6:30 Choir
7:30 Handbells
Friday
6:00-6:30 Mealsite
Saturday
11:30-2:00 Church Council Retreat
Sunday
9:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday School for ALL begins
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
9-12-21
GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. This event will follow worship this morning. We will gather
in Fellowship Hall to fill bags with household supplies for the pantry. You will also be able to
tour the new Food Pantry.
SUNDAY SCHOOL & FAITH FORUM will resume next Sunday!
Grades 5th-8th will meet in Room 8, younger kids will be in the Gift Zone. They will be
learning about Neighbors.
The Faith Forum will meet in the chapel and will be learning about Contemplative Prayer.
ALLELUIA WEDNESDAYS resumes on September 22nd.
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