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GATHERING
PRELUDE
JOURNEY TO THE MANGER—Mary and Joseph
LIGHTING ADVENT WREATH
The Advent Wreath
One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter
candle-lighting in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found
in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory
wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that
Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark
the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath is
embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and
the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many homes, the family gathers for
prayers around the wreath.
First Week of Advent
Use this blessing when lighting the first candle.

Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into
implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our
night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is dawning.
As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace.
Moment of silent reflection.
O house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.

KYRIE (Cantor will lead)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let’s pray together.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
ANTHEM

Keep Your Lamps
Adult Choir

arr. Andre Thomas

Antoine “Rabbit” Smith, jembe
BLESSING THE READER
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16
14
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which
it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
Word of God, word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 (spoken responsively)
1To you, O Lord,
I lift up my soul.
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4
Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
8
You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9
You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
10
All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
Word of God, word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36
25
There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. 27Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great
glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near."
29
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you,
this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34
Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the
Son of Man."

SERMON

Pastor Carl Engstrom

HYMN OF THE DAY (Congregation) ELW 597 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING

Meal

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…

… and join their unending hymn:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
COMMUNION
Sending
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN (congregation) ELW 259 Fling Wide the Door

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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IN OUR PRAYERS—
• Laura & Bryan Potratz (daughter of Sue & Kent Cherryholmes), son Bennett, delivered
November 17th, and big sister Avery. Let us prayerfully lift Bennett as he grows and
develops further.
The Zion Prayer Chain is here to help support you in prayer. Many Zion people
devote themselves to help in this way. Contact Trudy Crane with your prayer requests.
563-508-6572.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
11-28-21
WE THANK Pastor Carl Engstrom for sharing the Word and sacrament with us this morning
while Pastor Clark is on vacation.
SUNDAY SCHOOL & FAITH FORUM
Grades 5th-8th will meet in Room 8, younger kids will be in the Gift Zone.
The Faith Forum, high schoolers through adult, meet in the chapel and are learning about
Contemplative Prayer.
THANK YOU to all who helped prepare and distribute turkey boxes to the community and for
funds provided.
ZION MEN’S GROUP will meet for fellowship on Saturday, December 11 at the Hickory
Gardens Restaurant at 8:00am. ALL men of Zion are welcome to attend. Look for our group
in the back room. We will be happy to greet you!
O.W.L.’s (Older, Wiser, Lutherans) will have their White Elephant Christmas at Hickory
Gardens next Sunday, December 5th at 12 noon.
BLACK NATIVITY—A gospel song play by Langston Hughes. Directed by Karen Roebuck
and Joseph Obleton. Playcrafters Barn Theatre, 4950 35th Avenue, Moline, IL.
Eventbrite Online tickets: https://bit.ly/303srpC or $15 at the door.
Friday, 12/10 7:30pm
Saturday, 12/11 7:30pm
Sunday, 12/12 3:00pm
For more info: 563-650-2636 / Obletonsrj@gmail.com

THIS WEEK AT ZION
Monday—11/29/21
3:30-5:00 Food Pantry
6:00 Free Meal
Tuesday
10:00 Clergy Bible Study
6:00 Free Meal
Wednesday
6:00 Alleluia!
6:00 Free Meal
Thursday
3:30-5:00 Food Pantry
5:30 Ensemble
6:30 Choir
7:30 Handbells
Friday
6:00 Free Meal
Sunday 12/05
9:00 Worship
10:15 Education hour
10:15 Confirmation
12:00 O.W.L.’s White Elephant Christmas
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